Classical Sanskrit Literature
The exact authorship has been a matter of some discussion. Some have tried to assign it to Bana, his court poet, but the great divergence between the style of Bana and that of the dramas renders the suggestion improbable. Others have suggested one Dhavaka as the probable author of these plays. Accounts of Harsha show clearly that he was a man of letters himself besides being a patron of poets. Records of both the Chinese travellers, Hiouen T'sang and 1'Tsing testify to the fact that some plays were assigned to the authorship of the king. Therefore in all probability Sri Harsha might have composed the dramas with the help of some scholars of his court.
Ratnavali and Priyadarsika are Natikas or short dramas with four acts each*   In both of those plays, the plot is very similar and follows the trend of the story  of    Malavikagnimitra.    In   Priyadarsika,    the heroine is taken captive by Vatsa's general and lives with the name of Aranyika in the harem as an attendant-maid of Vatsa's queen, Vasavadatta.    The king loves this maid, whose royal birth is unknown.    The king over-hears the maid's revelation of her love to her friend  and they    mutually  exchange   their   hearts. Samkrityayani, the aged friend of the queen and the Vidushaka help the king to win the hand of the maid in spite of the jealousy   of the other queen.    They arrange to stage a play representing the wedding of Vatsa with Vasavadatra in which Aranyika is to act as the heroine. By a trick the king himself is introduced as the hero.   But this device infuriates the qfueen who